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“Do I Really Need a Method?”
A Method . . . or Deep Hanging Out?

Methodology is infused with theoretical commitments and theory
is incarnated through methodology. . . . Doing critical theory
means investigating our research sites, our own methods and
motives, our tactics of scholarly representation, and the structures
of our own privilege. It means repeatedly and explicitly asking:
Who benefits? Who decides? Who decides who decides? Does it
have to be this way? What are the alternatives?

~—Judith Hamera, “Performance Ethnography” (2011)

Human reality as such is an interpreted reality, a social construc-
tion given shape and meaning by the various cultural discourses/
texts that circulate within it. Those texts that carry the weight of
cultural authority as “reliable knowledge™ or “objective infor-
mation” (e.g., expert opinions or news reports) exert powerful
influences on how common perceptions are formed and com-
mon sense is made.

—DMary S. Strine, “Critical Theory and ‘Organic’ Intellectuals:
Reframing the Work of Cultural Critique” (1991)
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